


Whoever restrains his words has knowledge, and he who has a cool spirit is a man of
understanding.  (Proverbs 17:27)

A fool takes no pleasure in understanding, but only in expressing his opinion. (Proverbs
18:2)

Before destruction a man's heart is haughty, but humility comes before honor.  If one
gives an answer before he hears, it is his folly and shame.   (Proverbs 18:12-13)



Tree of Life's Study of the Great Ideas Through the Great Books
The Study of the Ideas of God and Man 

The Study of the Ideas of Truth and Lies

The Study of the Ideas of Good and Evil
The Study of the Ideas of Beauty and Ethics
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How to Read a Book

Bible
The Republic
The Republic

The Republic

The Republic

Song of Roland

Till We Have Faces
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How Should We Then
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Smith of Wooton Major

Smith of Wooton Major



Odyssey

Odyssey
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The Merchant of Venice

The Merchant of Venice

Institutes

Institutes

Institutes

The Prince

The Prince

Farmer Giles of Ham

Reformed Documents
Scarlet Letter

Reformed Documents
Scarlet Letter

Unaborted Socrates

Unaborted Socrates

Brave New World

Brave New World



How to  Read  a  Book

 The Bible. 

The Republic

the Republic



The Republic.   
The  Republic

The Apostle Paul, in the writing to the church in Philippi, shows that he, like all 
participants in the Great Conversation, was concerned for that which was truthful, good, 
and beautiful. He exhorts them by saying, “...whatever things are true, whatever things 
are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, 
whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue, and if there is anything 
praiseworthy  - mediate on these things.” (Philippians 4:8) Why? Because it is all part of 
the preparation for active obedience to God. (vs. 9) It would seem that Paul is calling us 
to do the same thing that Plato calls us to – embrace what is true, good, and beautiful. Or
is he? Write an essay outlining the similarities and differences in the messages of Paul 
and Plato, especially as it relates to the idea of what is truly beautiful. Include material 
from The Republic, The Bible, and other source (if necessary) to support your ideas.

       It may have occurred to you that Plato’s Parable of the Cave sound a lot like C.S. Lewis’s
The Great Divorce. The reason is that Lewis borrowed heavily from Plato’s ideas of 
forms, shadows, reason, and imagination. However, Lewis was no pagan and we read in 
The Great Divorce a redeemed version of Plato’s ideas on the “Cave”. Write an essay 
outlining the similarity of structure between the Parable of the Cave and The Great 


